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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve the City's cosponsorship of Shoreline Amphitheatre's Fourth of July Symphony and 
Fireworks Display for 2004 and 2005.  (Recommendation of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission.) 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The City first cosponsored the Fourth of July Symphony and Fireworks Display at the 
Amphitheatre in 1987.  Since 2001, the City has contributed $75,000 per year to the Shoreline 
Amphitheatre organization for the Fourth of July Symphony and Fireworks Display.  Other 
in-kind services provided by the City for the Fourth of July event (fireworks site preparation, 
fire protection, ranger park patrol, etc.) totals approximately $7,000.  The cosponsorship 
request from Clear Channel (Amphitheatre operator) for the 2004 and 2005 events remains at 
$75,000 for each year.  Funding for the cosponsorship contribution ($75,000) and in-kind 
services ($7,000) are currently included in the budget.  No additional funding is being 
requested. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission reviewed a request from Clear Channel for sponsor-
ship of the Fourth of July event at its April 14, 2004 meeting (Attachment 1—Staff Report) and 
is recommending the City continue as a cosponsor for 2004 and 2005 (Attachment 2—Meeting 
Minutes).  Because the Fourth of July event is within a few days of the beginning of the City's 
fiscal year, the City's Finance and Administrative Services Department has advised that 
Commission review and Council approval for the event should traditionally have been 
considered two fiscal years previous to the event.  For example, the consideration for the 
July 4, 2005 event should be discussed during the current Fiscal Year 2003-04.  Because of the 
new time line, for this year only, the Commission is forwarding a recommendation to the 
Council for two years—2004 and 2005. 
 
The theme for the 2004 Fourth of July Symphony and Fireworks Display is "The Magic and 
Music of Disney."  The evening will consist of preevent activities (children's face painting, 
jugglers, games, etc.), the San Francisco Symphony, a 15-minute fireworks display and a 
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postfireworks raffle drawing, free coffee, cookies and ice cream.   The 2005 event will be 
similar in scope and include the same basic components.   
 
In 2003, approximately 8,239 people attended the event.  In addition, it is estimated that 
approximately 15,000 individuals who did not attend the event itself viewed the fireworks 
from nearby parking lots and sidewalks, Charleston Park, Shoreline Golf Links, etc. 
 
The City's cosponsorship of $75,000, which is approximately 25 percent of the cost of the 
event, allows residents to purchase discounted lawn tickets and reserved seat tickets (upper 
24 rows only) for the event (six tickets per family).  Last year, approximately 3,000 Mountain 
View residents purchased discounted tickets.  The cost of the discounted ticket for 2004 and 
2005 will be $15.50.  Full-price tickets for the lawn and upper 24 rows will be $23.50. 
 
Fourth of July Show Statistics, 1987 to 2003 
 
Listed below is historical information concerning the City's cosponsorship funding level, 
number of discounted tickets purchased by residents and price per ticket. 
 

 
 

Year 
 

 
City Cosponsorship 

Funding Level 
 

 
Resident 

Ticket Sales 
 

Resident Lawn and 
Upper 24 Rows Seating 
Discounted Ticket Sales 

 
1987 $35,000 2,782 $6.25 
1988 $35,000 3,285 $6.25 
1989 $35,000 3,235 $6.75 
1990 $35,000 4,557 $6.75 
1991 $50,000 5,139 $7.75 
1992 $50,000 4,775 $7.75 
1993 $50,000 5,339 $8.75 
1994 $50,000 2,942 $9.25 
1995 $65,000 3,900 $9.25 
1996 $65,000 3,928 $9.25 
1997 $65,000 4,391 $10.00 
1998 $70,000 4,500 (approximately) $15.00 
1999 $70,000 5,000 (approximately) $15.00 
2000 $70,000 3,400 $15.00 
2001 $75,000 3,135 $15.00 
2002 $75,000 2,682 $15.25 
2003 $75,000 2,981 $15.25 
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Commissioners' Comments 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission's two major questions/concerns included the costs of 
the major components of the event and what Clear Channel would be doing to increase ticket 
sales for the show.  Matt Prieshoff, Amphitheatre Manager, indicated one of the major 
expenditures for the event was the symphony ($100,000).  The remainder of the expenses are 
related to fireworks, Disney characters, preevent plaza activities, complimentary postevent 
refreshments, catering services, administration, security, etc.  Recognizing attendance has 
decreased over the last few years, Clear Channel made the decision this year to introduce the 
Disney theme and characters in an effort to attract more families.  After discussion, the Parks 
and Recreation Commission unanimously recommended the City continue its cosponsorship 
of the event for 2004 and 2005. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The City Council has previously requested the Parks and Recreation Commission conduct 
evaluations of the City-cosponsored events at Shoreline Amphitheatre.  For this year only, the 
Commission was asked to forward a recommendation to the Council for two years—the 
2004 and 2005 events.  No increase in the cosponsorship funding level has been requested by 
Clear Channel for either 2004 or 2005.  Information concerning the components of the event, 
historic data regarding City cosponsorship funding levels, discount ticket sales for Mountain 
View residents, etc., and related details have been provided.  The Parks and Recreation 
Commission recommends the City Council approve continued coponsorship of the event for 
2004 and 2005.  Funding for the cosponsorship and in-kind services is currently included in 
the budget.  No additional funding is requested. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICING—Agenda posting. 
 
Prepared by: Approved by: 
 
 
 
Paula Bettencourt David A. Muela 
Assistant Community Services Director Community Services Director 
 
 
 
 Kevin C. Duggan 
 City Manager 
PB/5/CAM/201-05-25-04M-E^ 
 
Attachments: 1. Staff Report to Parks and Recreation Commission 
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 2. Meeting Minutes 


